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treatment. Many nits survive the first treatment, hatch, and later reinfest the animals. If dipping is practiced, the animals should be treated twice, fourteen days apart. The best dips are the arsenical solutions, coal-tar creosote, or a nicotine solution. Under usual farm conditions, coal-tar dips will be more convenient. Dipping is done in large vats in which the animals are almost immersed as they swim through. Directions for preparing the dip solution are printed on the label of the creosote can. The disadvantage of the dip method is that it cannot be used in cold weather, this being the time treatment is most needed. Besides this, most farmers in agricultural sections do not have a sufficient number of horses to warrant the construction of a vat for this purpose. Dipping is recognized as the best way to rid any animal of all kinds of lice, but is best and safest when used in the early fall. The arsenical and nicotine solutions can now be purchased from commercial firms through the local drug-store. Dip treatments should be supervised by a veterinarian.
Hand applications may be used in cold weather or when the number of animals is too small to go to the expense of building a vat for dipping. At best, the hand treatments are not a complete success. They will not destroy all the lice, but they improve conditions greatly.
Sodium fluoride will kill the biting lice but is not suitable for the blood-sucking type. Sodium fluoride is a white powder and is very cheap. It may be dusted on the affected animals by hand or with a shaker; do not rub it into the skin and use sparingly about the head. Sodium fluoride may also be applied in liquid form by dissolving 1 ounce of the powder in a gallon of water.
Mineral oil and sulfur are valuable in the eradication of both varieties of lice. The solution is made by stirring enough flowers of sulfur into a quart of mineral oil to give it a thick soupy appearance; apply with a brush or cloth. This treatment is effective but will mat the hair.